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INTRODUCTION 

n the midst of COVID-19 scenario in 2020, 

livelihood of farming communities were hit 

hard. The rural areas have again become 

the home for malnutrition, poverty and gender 

disparity due to breakdown in economic 

development in the whole nation. Market prices 

of food supplies keep on rising with having no 

choice of buying nutritious food for the family 

members. The long lockdown imposed by the 

government of India resulted in loss of 

employment for the poor people working in 

agriculture and allied sectors. Women were 

facing obstacles in financial, social, technical 

and household levels. Under this scenario, 

poultry farming provides a viable opportunity 

for the rural women to fight against the curse of 

malnutrition and income to the farm families 

(Panda et al., 2020).   

Poultry production in the rural areas is 

generally considered as a key asset for rural 

livelihoods. Rural women play a significant 

role in small scale poultry rearing. Although 

spectacular growth has been achieved in 

commercial poultry sectors, but still the rural 

poultry sector has remained unchanged. Rural 

poultry sector contributes nearly 21% of the 

national egg production in India, but remains 
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one of the most neglected sectors. It has been 

observed that poultry products are quite 

expensive in rural areas mainly due to their non 

availability and lack of market chain. The non-

availability coupled with low purchasing power 

of the rural people deprives them of access to 

the highly nutritious products like egg and meat 

resulting in mall nutrition. Poultry represent an 

important system to feed the fast-growing 

human population of developing countries like 

India and to provide income to poor small 

farmers, especially women. Promoting free 

range and small-scale poultry farming in rural 

areas can enhance the nutritional status of 

women and children, and also to improve the 

economic conditions of population in these 

areas. By increasing women’s income small 

scale, poultry farming also enhances women’s 

social status and decision-making power in the 

household.  

 The Entrepreneurship Development Process 

for women in India is increasingly being 

recognized as a major initiatory source of 

economic growth since women entrepreneurs 

create new employment opportunities and 

directions for women’s economic 

independence. Entrepreneurship can be 

considered as both an opportunity and also a 

necessity for enhancing the production and 

profitability. Agripreneurship is considered as 

one stop solution for many economic problems 

like poverty, urbanization, unemployment and 

economic development. But development of 

agripreneurship requires special skills like 

human development, knowledge of agriculture, 

knowledge of global agriculture market. 

Developing entrepreneurs in agriculture can 

solve many problems viz. reduce the burden of 

agriculture, generate employment opportunities 

for rural women, control migration from rural 

to urban areas, increase national income and 

support industrial development in rural areas. 

Need for Women Entrepreneurs in Poultry 

Sector 

The role of family poultry in poverty 

alleviation, food security and the promotion of 

gender equality in developing countries are well 

documented (Panda et al., 2010, 2015). 

Increased production of poultry, both 

commercial and rural, is a vital contribution to 

food security at both the household and 

community levels. Village poultry production 

is ideally suited to rural areas where the 

conditions for a successful commercial poultry 

sector are rarely met. Village poultry are 

generally owned and managed by women and 

children and are often essential elements of 

female-headed households. Women as 

entrepreneurs, agricultural labourer, farmers 

and cultivators constitute the backbone of 

India's agricultural and rural economy. Around 

80% of economically active women in the 

country are employed in agriculture sector 

(Swamikannan et al., 2015). Approximately 

50% of agricultural and livestock workers are 

women, whereas in rural India the percentage is 

as high as 84% (Kumari et al., 2016). Poultry 

contributes significantly to the welfare of 

people both at household and national level. 

The annual average growth in poultry 

production in India is 8-10%. The production 

can be remarkably increased by the active 

involvement of women farmers. In the present 

scenario, women’s involvement in livestock 

and poultry has gradually increased to a 

noticeable extent. Poultry rearing practices 

requires low cost of production and in return 

give high economic returns for a marginal 

farmer. Rural women traditionally play an 

important role in poultry farming and are often 

in control of the whole process. In spite of 

considerable involvement and contribution, 

women’s role in poultry production has often 

been underestimated, if not ignored. Access, 

control and management of resources empower 

women and lead to an overall positive impact 

on the welfare of the household.  

Advantages of Poultry for Women 

Entrepreneurship Development 

For many rural families, poultry raising and 

production are the most important livestock 

activities providing a source of income and a 

tool for poverty alleviation. Poultry farming 

generates cash income and employment 
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opportunities, while increasing production of 

valuable protein foods (i.e., meat and eggs) that 

improve nutritional standards. Rural women 

traditionally play an important role in this 

sector and are often in control of the whole 

process from feeding to marketing, which is not 

the case in production systems for other 

livestock species. Other advantages of poultry 

for entrepreneurship development are, 

• Poultry is easy to manage, requires few 

external inputs, and provides good market 

demand and prices. 

• It can easily integrate with other 

agriculture, aquaculture and livestock 

farming. 

• Assured availability of eggs and meat in 

rural areas. 

• Source of employment generation and 

regular income. 

• Improves socioeconomic status and 

decision-making power rural women. 

• It requires little intervention in rearing, the 

major intervention is in the areas of feed 

and water supplementation, overnight 

housing and to a much lesser degree in 

health management. 

• Assured availability of protein to the rural 

people. 

Challenges faced by Women for 

Entrepreneurship Development in Poultry 

Sector 

Family poultry farmers face several problems 

of which majorly are in economic, marketing 

and environmental problems. Women 

participation in poultry production is much 

more than what statistics revealed. This is 

mainly due to the fact that most of the work 

done by women at farm and home is considered 

as daily activities. Majority of the farmers are 

illiterate and in the absence of adequate 

knowledge, resources, technology and linkage 

with the market, it is very difficult to turn 

agriculture into an enterprise besides these 

women are facing a variety of constraints 

starting from physical to social, while 

beginning entrepreneurial activity.  

1) Lack of Education, training and 

information: Women in India are falling a 

long way behind in the field of 

training/education. The majority of the 

women (around 60per cent of total women) 

are unskilled. The individuals who are 

instructed are given either less or lacking 

training than their male partner somewhat 

because of early marriage, incompletely 

because of child's higher education and 

mostly because of poverty.  

2) Social Obstacles: The customs and 

traditions prevailed in Indian social orders 

towards women sometimes act as an 

obstruction before them to develop and 

succeed. Caste and religions dominate with 

each other and blocks women 

entrepreneurs as well. In rural areas, they 

face increasingly social obstructions (Rao, 

2007). 

3) Problem of Finance/ Limited access to 

financial services: Women entrepreneurs 

stiffer a great deal in raising and meeting 

the monetary needs of the business, 

Bankers, and financial institutes are not 

approaching to give budgetary help to 

women borrowers on the ground of their 

less credit value and more odds of business 

failures. They additionally face monetary 

issue because of blockage of assets in raw 

materials, and non-receipt of installment 

from clients in time. 

a. Lack of capital and credit 

institution: Formal credit from 

different institutions is tough to get and 

it requires complicated procedure. 

Therefore, farmers borrowed money 

from land lord. 

b. Higher price of feed: Farmers do not 

offer extra food for feeding family 
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poultry. For proper growth, poultry 

requires balance feed.   

c. Price fluctuation of poultry: Family 

poultry farmers were not sure of their 

profit margin. Sometimes, price of 

poultry became low and sometimes, it 

fluctuates regarding broiler price or 

other meat price. As the poultry makers 

are rural poor, they often did not get 

real and or expected price of their 

poultry and eggs. 

4) Lack of Proper Marketing: The lower and 

fluctuating price of poultry meat and egg: is 

the most important marketing problem. 

Small numbers of buyers in local market 

and irregular price as compared to the urban 

areas. Most women entrepreneurs are 

selling their items for under value because 

of lack of information about the valuing and 

marketing. Women needs appropriate 

information on market, updating of market, 

different exposures and so on. In rural areas 

there is lack of competitive market. 

5) Disease Outbreak: High mortality occurs 

due to Ranikhet disease, Fowl Pox, Fowl 

Cholera, etc. farmers have to bear a 

tremendous loss. The loss is due to impact 

of weather (wet weather), unhygienic living 

conditions, and scarcity of proper vaccine 

and higher cost of medicine. 

6) Lack of Extension Facilities: Our 

Government affirmed number of laws to 

ensure women entrepreneurs and 

announced various schemes, for their 

development. NGO's have major role in 

proliferating these plans as they are the 

scaffold among government and public. 

The women entrepreneurs can utilize these 

projects and build up the business. But the 

awareness is less to women entrepreneurs 

in this sector (Sharma et al., 2012; Asharani 

and Sriramappa, 2014).  

7) Exploitation by Middle Men: Since 

women can't go around for marketing and 

money collection, they need to rely upon 

middle men for the above exercises. Middle 

men will in general exploit them in the 

appearance of making help. They include 

their own profit/commission which results 

in less deals and lesser benefit (Sharma, 

2013). 

8) Housing problem: Most of the farmers are 

small and marginal and they did not know 

how to make proper poultry shed which 

result in birds not getting enough room and 

ventilation. Farmers did not maintain 

proper space and quality while framing, 

proper housing can help in increase of 

production. 

Government Programmes and Schemes for 

Women Entrepreneurship Development 

1. Integrated Rural Development 

programme (IRDP) - The program was 

launched by Govt. of India during 1978 and 

implemented during 1980. The goal of this 

program is to provide employment 

opportunities to the poor as well as 

opportunities to develop their skill sets so 

as to improve their livelihood. The main 

objective of IRDP is to increase the income 

generation capability of the women in the 

families below the poverty line.  

2. Training of Rural Youth for Self-

Employment (TRYSEM) - It is a sub plan 

of IRDP and was launched in 1979 as a 

separate National Scheme. For skill and 

entrepreneurship development, 40 youth 

(both men and women) were to be selected 

in each block and trained them to become 

self-employed. Each trainee gets a stipend 

of Rs. 150 per month during training 

period. In this programme 40 per cent of 

total seats are reserved for women. About 5 

million women have been trained from its 

inception till now. 

3. Development of Women & Children in 

Rural Areas (DWCRA) - It is the rural 

development scheme to support women’s 

income generation activities through group 

of 15 to 20 women each. The main 
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objective is to strengthen the economy of 

rural women by giving them loan and 

economic support to develop their skills, 

efficiency and abilities to meet their 

liabilities effectively. 

4. Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RKM) – It was 

established in 1993 is a national level 

organization as an autonomous body under 

the aegis of the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, for socio-economic 

empowerment of women. The operating 

model currently followed by RMK is that 

of a facilitating agency wherein RMK 

provides loans to NGO-MFIs termed as 

Intermediary Organizations (IMO) which 

on lend to Self Help Groups (SHGs) of 

women. The experience of RMK is that the 

women would have been able to double or 

triple their daily income with the credit 

support of Rs 2500 to Rs 5000. The 

activities followed may be dairying, petty 

shop keeping and investment on the 

agricultural operations. 

5. Indira Mahila Yojana (IMY) – It was 

launched on 20th August, 1995 to start 

within 200 ICDS blocks aims at organizing 

at the grass root level to facilitate their 

participation in decision making and their 

empowerment. 

6. Self Employed Women’s Association 

(SEWA) – It guides women in rural areas 

in the use of their own resources to the 

maximum both physical and financial. It 

has helped many women from the rural 

areas of Gujarat and Rajasthan in marketing 

their land embroidered Tie & Dye materials 

both in India and abroad. 

7. Support services for women 

entrepreneurship development: Besides 

government, different types of 

organizations provide either direct or 

indirect supports to women entrepreneurs. 

Among various supporting organizations, 

the financial institutions are considered 

  

most important. A list of supporting 

organizations is given below: 

• Poultry loan by SBI and other banks 

• NABARD Poultry Venture Capital Fund 

Scheme 

• Agriculture Finance Poultry Farming by 

IDBI Bank 

• MUDRA loan 

Other Govt. schemes include, 

• Capital Subsidy scheme for technology Up-

gradation of Micro and Small Enterprise. 

• National Livestock Mission for rearing 

poultry. 

Focal Points of Entrepreneurship 

Development in Poultry  

For entrepreneurship development in poultry 

production in rural areas, it is essential to 

understand the local production system, their 

limitations and opportunity, and how they can 

be improved further. The focal points have been 

depicted in the diagram below.    

 

Types of Entrepreneurships in Poultry 

1. Distribution Based Entrepreneurship: 

This refers to those groups, which don't 

make anything besides which to bring the 

goods (Egg and Meat) and services to the 

consumer.  

2. Retailing Based Entrepreneurship: 

There are countless people employed in 

retailing. Clearly it speaks to probably the 
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best opportunities for the potential 

entrepreneur. Retailing is that stage of 

distribution, which deals with the 

customers. Instances of retailers are 

grocers, self-service sores, agricultural 

input retailing. For e.g., Agricultural and 

allied produce like perishable and non-

perishable goods, cereals, vegetable, fruit 

crops, eggs and meat.  

Gender Analysis: Narrowing Gender Gap 

Indeed, even following quite a while of 

endeavors toward making women equivalent 

with men socially and economically, the gap 

between them stays enormous. Women 

entrepreneurs motivate other women to begin a 

new and fresh business. This prompts more 

employment creation for women which 

eventually helps in lessening the gender gap in 

the workforce. At the point when women 

become successful in a field, the up-and-

coming age of women is likely to emulate their 

prosperity. 

CONCLUSION: 

Entrepreneurship in Poultry sector can be a 

useful tool for rural development as it provides 

high returns with less investment. The poultry-

based farming can be integrated with other crop 

and livestock-based farming can significantly 

improve the financial status of poor and 

marginal farmers. Poultry is the better source of 

liquid cash where rural women can find positive 

and significant increase in income. Promotion 

and implementation of long-term policies 

focusing women for sustainable rural poultry 

production integrating both public and private 

sector is the need of the hour.  
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