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ABSTRACT 
By 2024, the A.P. government and APNCF (A.P. Community Natural Farming) hope to convert 
8 million acres of land and 6.5 million farmers to natural farming. Natural farming is more 
efficient and requires less energy. Conventional systems emit 40% of greenhouse gases. 
According to Japanese farmer and philosopher Masanobu Fukuoka, natural farming 
produces the same amount of production as conventional farming. Natural farming offers a 
healthy environment with no or low use of external inputs. To avoid the ill effects of 
conventional farming, we need to adopt chemical-free agriculture for safe food and better 
health. Natural farming has the potential to mitigate climate change and reduce GHG 
emissions. Natural farming has the potential to help achieve the goal of sustainable 
development. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

griculture employs more than 60% of 

the Indian population, either directly 

or indirectly. It contributes 20% to the 

national GDP (press note of National Statistical 

Office, 2020-21). India is under enormous 

pressure to meet the food needs of an ever- 

increasing population, while fertiliser 

consumption is steadily increasing, from 0.7 

lakh million tonnes  in 1951-52 to 325 lakh 

million tonnes in 2022 (FAI, 2020-21). 

Continuous use of chemical fertilisers degrades 

soil fertility and increases water and air 

pollution. Conventional agriculture indirectly 

contributes to global warming, ozone layer 

depletion, and climate change (Aher, 2012). 

The contribution of agriculture to greenhouse 

gas emissions is 10–12%. In India, the 

agricultural sector is responsible for almost 

one-fifth of all annual emissions (Rosenstock, 

2020). Natural farming is the best alternative 
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way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

provide healthy food and clean water, and 

provide employment for women in agriculture. 

Natural farming improves farmer’s income, 

help in employment generation, improve soil 

health, ensure better health. Currently 11 states 

are practicing natural farming on 6.5 lakh ha 

land (Niti Ayog, 2021). 

Concept of Natural farming 
 

Japanese farmer and philosopher Masanobu 

Fukuoka (1913–2008), who pioneered "natural 

farming" or "do-nothing farming," It is a 

farming method which is alternative of organic 

farming method. It is providing healthy food 

and protect environment from pollution. 

Working with nature to produce healthy food, 

keep ourselves healthy, and maintain the health 

of the land is the philosophy of natural farming. 

It is also known as "do nothing farming" 

because the farmer is only seen as a gateway for 

nature 

Currently, 11 states are practiczing natural 

farming on 6.5 lakh hectares, out of which A.P. 

is in the top position with around 2.5 lakh 

hectares and U.P. is in the lowest position with 

around 1500 hectares. The government of 

Andhra Pradesh has launched a large-scale plan 

to transform India into the country's first 100% 

natural farming state. 

Benefits of natural farming 
 

Fig: 1 Benefits of natural Farming 

Sustainable development goals 

 

Fig: 2 Sustainable development goals 
 

Natural farming for sustainable 

development goals 

Natural farming supports achieving the UN 

SDGs by 2030. Natural farming is the best 

farming method for achieving sustainable 

development goals. 

Goal 1. In natural farming, external inputs are 

not used, so the farmer increases their profit. It 

reduced the need for credit. Its objective is to 

improve the overall growth of farmers and their 

families. 

Goal 2. India's position in GHI (global hunger 

index) is 107th out of 121 countries (GHI, 

2022). Natural farming promotes nutria-garden, 

homestead food production. 

Goal 3. India’s position in GHS index (Global 

Health Security Index) is 66th out of 195 

countries (NTI, 2021). With the help of natural 

farming, the quality of school feeding is 

enhanced. In natural farming, chemical 

fertilizers are not used, so healthy, chemical- 

free food is produced. 

Goal 5. Most of the activities of natural farming 

are performed by women, so their importance 

increases as compared to others. 

Goal 6. Water sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 

behavior is ensured by natural farming. In 

natural farming, chemicals and fertilizers are 

not used, so water and soil pollution are 

reduced. 
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Goal 7. It promotes the integrated farming 

method because livestock outputs are the main 

components in natural farming, so this is an 

affordable method of farming for every farmer. 

Goal 9. Small and marginal farmers benefit 

more from natural farming, resulting in a 

reduction in the income gap between large and 

small farmers. 

Goal 13. The contribution of agriculture to 

greenhouse gas emissions is 10–12%. This can 

be reduced with the help of natural farming. In 

natural farming, moisture conservation 

practises are used, so the water requirement is 

lower than in conventional agriculture. 

CONCLUSION 
 

Because the Indian population is constantly 

growing, there is a great deal of pressure on us 

to feed this population nutritious food. India's 

position in GHI is very low; this can be 

improved with the help of natural farming. We 

can achieve sustainable development goals with 

the help of natural farming. Natural farming 

protects the environment from pollution and 

improves climatic conditions. The Indian 

government spends 2.5 lakh crore on fertiliser 

subsidies, which can be reduced by using 

natural farming methods. For natural farming, 

we have no requirement for any other 

knowledge, so anyone can do this. 
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